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To the Right Honourable 
GEORGE MANKLINS 
Lord Mayor, 
And to the W orſhipful the Aldermen, 
with the Commonalty of the fairhful 
_ andfamous City of Tork, 


== Have been encouraged to exs 
& poſe this Sermon to publick, 
le view, by the perſwaſ;on of 
H_—— ſome, that it might at this time 
conduce to publick, good, which if I can pro- 
mote (tbough with the bacard of mine own 
credit) I regard not.. T he great judgment 
' wherewith God hath ſcourged our Nation 

this year, and the little ſenſe which we 

expreſs of it, would provoke a man (other- 


A 3 wiſe- 


: Job. $9, 22. 


| he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
wiſe not forward) to adventure on the cen- 


and ftuptdity 'of it; which ſeems to exceed 
Id World, even ſo much as the 


execution of Divine Wrath doth the meer 
menacing and threatning of it. We uſed 


i formerly to ſtartle at the report of the 


Plague, but now we are become ſo brutiſh, 
that we mock at fear and are not affrigbted: 
My defere (whatever my hopes are) to 
remove ſome from off the Lees of this moft 


preſumptuorus and ill-preſaging ſenceleſ- 


"meſs. 


Now after I was perſrwaded to publiſh * 
this Sermon, I concluded (if it had any 
thing of worth in it) it was due to your Lord: 


ſhip and Brethren in the firſs place, an.” 
under you to the whole City, from and 


amongſt whom I bave a comfortable ſmbſ;+ 


fence 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| fence with ſo much reſpeft and affeftion; as 
y obligeth me more than I think meer bere 
to expreſs. T ou may read here what a 
dreadful puniſhment the Plagne ws, :and 
conſider, if it do not concern you to uſe your 
greateſt diligenceand cirowmſpettion topre- 
'| went 4 danger and to ſecure your City, 
| which the Sword bath brought to poverty, 

' andthe Plague would quickly bring to beg- 
gary. When youread what a ſore judgment 
| the Plague is, and remember how God hath 
wviſted other places with tt, this will be 
powerful to quicken you unto 4 thankeful 
acknowledgment of Gods gracious and mi- 
raculous preſervation of this City, ſo much 
beyond (not only our deſerts) but even-our 
expettations. Having ſo frequent occaſs- 
| .ons 10 ſpeak to you, I forbear to enlarge my. 
ſelf in an Epiſile : Bleiled be God, the Fa- 


; therof mercys and the God of all com- 
BE fort. 


2 Car,.3, lon [ 


| 


fort, who hath delivered us from fo 
great a death, and doth deliver: in 
whom we truſt thathe will yerdeliver 


us: ſo reſts 
Your Lordſhips, &>c. 


molt affectionate ſer vant 
and wel-wiſher 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : | "0 
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Numb. 16. 46. 


Tbere is wrath gone out from the Lord, 
the Pl igne t begun. 


]N theſe Words I hae formerly 
31 obſcried three Parts : 1. [rs Det, 
the wrath of God. 2. Eruptire ire, 
the breaking forth of rhis wrath, 
| wrath is gone out, 3, Jndicium @f 
effeAus utrinſque, the token and effec & 

of both, the Plagas ir begun, Concerning the two 
firſt of rheſe, the wrath of God, and the breaking 
Þ. forth of that wrath, | have already {poken upon two 
of theſe accafions. I come now to. the third, The 
roken and effett of both, The Plague 5 begun. 

If you obſerve the Scripture, you ſhall finde, 
| that Plague is uſed for any notable juſzement of 
God 3 The bleud) Iſſue is Called a Plague, Mark 
| 5.29. VVe reade of a Plague of Mag!e, Rev. 16. 

2 t, the judgements which God ſent upon Pharach 
for his ftubbornneſſe, are called Ylaguey, Exod. g, 
14. VVhen God doth puniſh a Perſon, or a People, 
(eſpecially if it be in 2 notable manner) then 4 be 
ſaid to plague them, Gen, 12.17. Toe Lord plagued 
| B Pharaoh 


0 


(2) 
Pharaoh and bu Houſe, Exod. 32. 35. The Lord 
plagued the People; and (6 in other places : but 
Plague in the Text is taken for a certain malignant 
and infe&ious diſeaſe, diſtinguiſhed by that name 
from other diſcaſes : every judgment 1s a plague, 
bur this in the Text is The Plague: as all fin may 
be ſaid to be («axia) Wickedneſs, bur malice is eſpe- 
cially in Scrip:ure called (naxiz) becauſe ir is one 
of the greateft wickedneſſes: io every diſeaſe, every 
puniſhment may be called a Plague, bur there is a 
peſtilent, burning, contagiows diftemper, unto 
which che name of Plague is appropriated, becauſe 
it is one of the greateſt puniſhments incident 
unto a People : the very firft breaking. our of it 
is terrible, it is wor to be fo Peſtzlent and Be- 
frutiue, for ſo Moſes ſpeaks as ſtartled himfelf, 
and to ſtir up Aarox to make the more haſt: Go 
quickly and make an. Aitonement for them, for there 
&s wrath gone eut from the Lora, the Plague u be- 
gun, The Propofircion I will give you from hence, 
1s this ; 

That the Plague is 4 dreadful judgment, a ſign 
of God's great wrath, 

After | have p oved rhis, 1 will anſwer three 
Queſtions, ſubjoine 3 Cu: ion, and ſo come ro Ap- 
plication. 

That the Plague is a fearful judgment, and token 
of Gods wrath, is ealte ro demonſtrate: when 
things are more tan oretnarily dreadful, it renders 


the very name dreadful too: the dreadfulneſs of Þ- 


Damnation makes the very ſound of the word 
terrible: and methiaks the word Plagne hath ſome- ! 


= = 
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3 
thing of horrour in ir, and is apt to beger 2 art» 
ling and ſhrinking, in ſuck eſpecially as are natu- 
rally more inclined to fear: the Scripture never 
ſpeaks of ir, bur always one Epithete or other is 
given to It, as the note of a dreadful judgment : 
when Adoſes ſets himſelf to threaten 1ſra?l with 
curſes for their diſobedience, he places this in the 
front, Dewut. 28. 21. The Lord ſhall make the Peſſi- 
lence cleave unto thee, uniil he Math conſumed thee 
from off the Land: here are two things attriouted 
to the Poſt:lexce which render it hugely dreadful), 
ezeaving and conſuming: in the Pſal, gi. 3. itis 
Called the noiſeme Peiilence, itis called one of Gous 
ſore Judgments ; Ezek, 14. 21. and ver. 19+ it is 
made a token of Gods blowdy fury, if j [end « pefit- 
lence ents the Land, and pour out my fary upin it 
is Blowd, VYhen our Saviour ſpeaks of theſe per. 
plexed and calamirous trimer, that ſhould befall 
the Jews a little before rhe deſtruction of Jereuſe- 
lem, and the world nos long before its deſolution, 
he puts in this for one ag2ravation, Hat, 2 4. 7. 
there ſhall be Famines, and Peſiilences, theſe are the 
beginnings of ſorrows; the Jeſcription which the 
Pſalmift gives of the Plague, hath much of ter- 
rour 1n ir, Pſal, 73. 49, $O» He caſt por them 
the fierceneſs of hu anger, wrath, indignation and 
trouble, by ſending evil «Angels amongfti them : be 
made 4 way to hu anger, he ſpared not their Soul 
from death, but pavetherr life over to the Pefiilence. 
I read even of Hyporrates, that he was wont to call 
the Plague (14 $6) 4 ſpectral Divine judgment, 
8 ſtroke of Gods own bare band, as it were: theſe 
B 3 and 


I Gam, 39, 3, 


| 4 Ssm. 1, 8, 
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and ſuch like inftances joyned wich the experience 
ot all Ages, are enough to prove the Propoſition : 
For the fareher explication of it, I will anſwer 
theſe three Queſtions, 

1. #hy the Plague w ſo dreadfal? 

2. What & it that provokes Goa 26 8nfii# it upon 
s people 3 

. If it be ſuch a token of Goas wrath, whethev 

it doth befalf good men, I mean Believers, and thoſe 
that are in the ftate of juſtification 8 

1. Phy the Plague tt fo dreadful « token of God's 
wrath 2 

1 anſwer, 1. Becauſe it is ſo deftruf:rve, you 
ſhall ſeldoae (if at all) read of the Peſts/ence in 
Scripture, bur Conſume is joyned With it : we may 
ſay of every man #:fefed with it, as David ſaid 
6nce to Jerathan concerning hinaſelf, there @ bat 
4 flep between death and ham: in thar Family or 
City where the Plague is Veherment and raging, We 
may fay of them, as God threatned it ſhould be 


with the Jens, Deut. 238. 66, 67. Their liuves hang 


in dowbt before them, and they fear day aud night, 
and have no aſ)nrance of thesr life; ty the morning 
they ſay, would to God it was Even, and at even, 
wowld God it was werumg, for the fear of thetr hearts 
wherewsth they fear,and for ths ſight of their eyes which 
they do ſee. Whar havocks hath rhis made in rhecarth! 
we may m-re truly ſay of the Plague, rhan Samſon 
of the jaw bone (wherewith he killed ſo miny Ph2- 
lifims) Heaps upon Heaps: Fadz, ls. I'6e a'ter 
D vid had ſlain Colich, they ſai g in Dances ; Saul 
hath {{ain bs thow{anas, but David be ter theuſands: 


{ſo 


- ſo it may be ſaid here, other Uifcafes have {arr their 


_——— ut 
» 


$ 


thouſands, but the Plague hath /{arn 5v Fel theu- 
ſands ; it is ſo deftruSrve, that it is called inthe ab- 
firs, Defiru8ton, Pſal.g1, 6.Nov for the Peſtilence 
that walkegh in darkneſs, nor forthe Deſtruftiton that 
wafieth at xoon diy, What the Apoſtle afirms of 
wicked men, may be likewiſe laid of this Peſtilen- 
tial diſeaſe, miſery 4nd defiruttion i in its way, 
Rom, 4.16. All Hiſtories both Sacred, Ecclefiaſti- 
cal and Prophane tell of the great Deſolations that 
the Plegue hath made : we read how it (ſwept away 
14060.0nc time, N«ms. I 6,49.an0ther time 24000. 
Num. 25.8. another time 70000. 2 $47. 24.15. 
and yet cheſe ſumms (though queſtiogleſs thought 
very great in thoſe times) fall far ſhort of what 
hath been ſince. Thoſe that have dyed in Lexdea 
of this preſear Plague (I fear) amount to more 
than che three fore- mentioned ſumms put together. 
Euſebius ſpeaking of a great plague in Alexandria, 
bath words to this effet out of Dionyſm 3 Now all 
things are full of lamentation, all men mourn, ſadneſs 
and complaining fil's the whole City, partly for thoſe 
that are dead, and partly for thoſe that ave dying 


 dayly: for it is with m now as it was with the Egyp- 


tians, #hen God ſlew their firſt-born, there was a great 
cry among them, becaaſe not an houſe, where there ws 
not one dead, So Evagriee ſpeaks of a plague that 
conctinned two and fifty years 3 it ſpread (he ſaith) 
over the whole world, nor any mortal man then that 
did eſcape the Contagion; and ſome Cities (he.re- 
ports) it invaded fo vehemently, that it left nor 
an [nhabicant ia chem. The Prophet MO = 
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deplorable eſtate of Fer»ſs/em (amongſt beher) hath 
theſe words, Lom. 1. 4, The wayes of Ziondomonrn, 
becauſe none come to the ſolemn Feaſts, all her Gatey 
are deſolate: her Priefis ſigh, ber Virgins are af- 
flifled, and ſhe i in bitterweſy : and it hath been 
known (nor only in other Countrics) but alſo in 
our own Nation, when there hath been ſach a mor- 
rality dy che Plague, thar the Churches, the 
Schools, che Markets, the Streets, the High-ways 
have all ewoarzed, and ſore of them laid fo 
deſolate, that beaſts might have grazed where 
men were Wont to trade. 

3. That which renders the P/agaze yer more 
dreadful, is the ſuddenneſs of thar DeſiraHrom which 
it makes 3 the 4i/patch of the deflr##ton, as I may 
eall it : the ſuddenneſs of an evil helps to add much 
to the terrour of it 3 this 1s not hard to prove from 
Scripture, I will give you but a rouch, and then ap- 
ply thetn, Prov. 6. 15. Hit ralarity (ball come ſud- 
denly, ſuddenly ſhall he be broken nitheut remedy + 
Eccleſ. ge 11. The Sons of men are ſwared in an evil 
me, when it faleth ſuddenly upon them; Iſa. 29.18, 
the iniqatiy ſhall be to you 45 8 breach ready to fall, 
ſneling out in an high wal, whoſe breaking cometh 
ſuddenly at an tnfient. This is that which God 
threatens to Badylon, Iſa, 47. 11. Evil ſhall come 
upen thee, thou ſhalt zot know from whence it riſeth , 
and miſchief ſhall fall won thee, thou ſhalt not be ably 
go put it off, and deſolation ſhall come upen thee ſud- 
denly, which thou ſhalt not knew : well, this is of the 

nature of the pl-gue re Nay ſuddenly, it ſurprizeth 


men whilſt they zre eating and drinking, waiking »Þ 


and 
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and trafhcking, and ſends them ſpeedily from a 
ſtate of health and ſoundneſs, to take their portion 

among them who have laid long filent in the duſt. 
It you obſerve the Text with what follows, you 
ſhall find how quickly the Plague ſwept away 
14000. 1t is very likcly-in leſs than an hour ; in the 
2 Sam, 24. we read of 70000. thar dyed of it in 
three days * where the plagas comes it doth nor 
only make great, but ſudden breaches : how quickly 
ir makes a (ad change, got only in a Family, and 
lefler ſocieties, but even in Cities and greater Cor- 
porations, inſfomuch that ſometimes 'places of the 
greateſt concourſe, have had cauſe to bewail them- 
ſelves in the language of the Prophet, Lam. 1, 1. 
How doth the City fit folttarily that was full of peo» 
ple, how u ſhe become as a Widow ? today (it may be 

you have children rejoycing under the wing of their 
Parents, taking care for nothing, but even to drive 
away Care; and before to morrow ( perhaps) vou 
fhall hear them crying our Iamentably (as Eliſhs 
when the Prophet Elijah was taken from him) My 
Father, my Father: to day (perhaps) Parents are 
rejoycing 1n their Children, delighting to behold 
them ſtand like Ol/rve-plants round about their table, 
promiſing unto themſelves (I know not what) fel#- 
city in their well-dozag ; and before to morrow (it 
may be) you ſhall have them (like Rachel) weeping 
for their children, and reſuſing to be comforted, te- 
cauſe they are not, I read of Xerxes, thar (having 


gathered an Puge Army) he went upon the top of 


an hill to view them, and while he was doing this, 
he fell a »eeprvg, to think that within an eAge not 


ONE. 


2 King, 2,12. 


Pſal, 138, 3. 


Jer, 31, I56.-, 


(; 8.) 

ofe of thoſe men would be left alive: did he weep 
ro think that an ij0c005, wen (perhaps not fo ma- 
ny) would be all aca1 ir. 51 eAge, what coule of 
mourning have we iter, win wecetfider that tle 
Plague, hath even 1: ovr 041 Conntry, taken away (0 
bupe 4 number, in leſs than the Rete/ution of one 
year ? ſoquick is the diſpatch that it mikes. 

3- That which makes the p/<gue yet more dread- 
fal, 1s, becauſe ir is ſo ſpreadrng, it is called the pe- 
ftilence that walketh in darkneſs, Pal. gi. 6. firſt, 
it is ſaid to walk, ir tands not {ti!l, but makes pro- 
greſs, ſpreads it ſelf t And then ſecondly, it is faid to 
walk in darkneſs, it diffuſeth it ſelf erVi{itly, jt 
ſpreads one knows wot how, It hath been queſtioned 
by ſome whether the P/zgur 5e 19feftrom; yea, by 
ſome it bath been ſtrongly denyed : The main ar- 
puments which they produce, ate theſe three ; 
Firft, that God hath appointed vnto every man, 708 
only to dye, but allo at mhat time, and of what kind of 
death, and therefore there is no great heed to be gi- 
ven to the comtagioaſneſs of any diſeaſe. Their ſe> 
cond argument is this, if the P/agus be Contegique, 
how comes it that ſome men take infe&iOn, and o- 
thers eſcape it, being both in the ſame place, and 
foto oetward appearance in the ſame danger, They 
urge in the third place, that the P/a9#e comes by 
the immi[ſion of evil «Angels, and therefore how can 
it be 1=fet:om > theſe are the chief Arguments 
rar ever I met with agaicft the Pl/agnes 1nfefion, 
and yet they are fo incotfiderabie, that I think it 
but waft rime to anſwor them. One calls the opi- 
-nion (that rhe Plagae is not zfefiom) worſe than 
the 
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» the Plague ic ſelf; another calls it 2 bloudy error, 


and none maintain it bue ſuch as Cangor abide te be 
Gods Priſagers; it is a death vs them to be out of 
company, and they had ratyer endanger 4 thouſand 
lives, 8ban watt any part of their aleafars or profit. 
Bux experience is enough to contradidt this opini- 
on ; unto which we may add that coacerning the Le-+ 
r, who wasto be ſhut up and aone to accompany 
with him, waick fhews that there was ſome (outage 
in the Leprofie; and yet tha Lepreſie is nothing ſo dead- 
ly as the Plague, for ſome have lived having the Ge- 
profie many years, bur ſuch an inſtance cannot be given 
of the Plague, Evagrim (peaking of che greay Plague 
at Azt#0ch, and the manner of its (preaching) ſaith, That 
ſome got it by living and conyerſing together ; erhers 
got it by only rouching them thit were #afeed, or 
eatring intothehouſe ; ſome received it in the Srreets, 
and many that fled our of Crrres which were infeHed 
(though rhey remained ſound themſelves) yet they im- 
parred the diſcaſe rothoſe,that before were free &helth» 
ful. Burl leave the proving of che Plapues infeFtion ra 
the Phyfrian; he will tell you that living birds lat ro 
the feet of one infefted will quickly dyez hewill rel] 
you, how it may be diffuſcd by Garments, by bre uthiag, 
and many ſuch like : this cagnot be denied, bur rhar 
it is /proe4dig, and fo ſpreadizg, that wherz ir once 
breaks forth, a man cannot be roo careful, becauſe he 
c2Q never be too ſecure, if ſecure enough. For tg 
fay that the Plague befalls none bur ſuch as want faich 
tO rely up9n and truſt in the Provideace of God, is 2 
error more bloudy than to ſay, . that 77 & ot zufq- 
F194, 
4+ And laſtly, that which renders the P/egeo yer 
| GC mare 


Pal. 34, ", 


Ste:d. 


( 10 I 
more dreadful is the uncomfortableneſs of ir - is it nor 
a fad thing, when a mans houſe becomes his priſon ? 
next to Our lives we value our liberty, and yer thisthe 
Plague deprives a man of : I might be large here, bur 
I wil confine my felf within cheſe three heads : 
Firſt, the liberty of Gods houſe, how preejous is that! 
How amiable are thy Taberuavles, O Lord (ſaith David) 
he epvied even the birds thax might fs and [ing neer 
the Sanfuary, when he was baniſhed from jt : and in 
Pſal. 42. As the Hart panteth after the water. 
brooks, ſo panteth my Sowl after thee, O God: my Soul 
tbirfleth for God, for the lirutng God, when ſhall l come 
and appear Lefors God? and he profeſlerh ver. 4. how 
he poured out his Soul in bim, ahen he remembred, howhe 
had gone with the multitude $0 the houſe of God, with the 
u9 ice of joy aud praiſe z but this liberty is a man debar= 
ed from by the plzgne 3 though the doors of the San- 
Quuary are 9Pen, yer his own doors are ſhut up: he 
cannot be admitted to hear the werce of thoſe thats 
bring gladtydings of peace: he cannot be admitted any 
longer to come and participate of thoſe comfortable 
repreſencations. of Chris Body and Blood : he cans 
not be allowed any longer to come and joyn with the 
Congregation in lifting up a Prayer to Heaven, Iread 
that the Proteſiants in France hid a Church (though 
now demeliſhed) which they called Paradrſe , ir is 
very likely, they thought che Churchthe only Paradiſe 
on earth : inthis Paraarfe I wonld compare the preach- 
irg of the Ford, to the Tree of Enowledge of Good and 
Evil . 2nd the Sacrament of the Lwas © #pper to the 
Tree of Life, bur where the P/agne is, a man is exclu- 


ded from this Paradz/e, he bath nor the liberty to taſt i q 4 


of the f:uir of it, this 15 one great «rſcomfort, 


2. The. 


Sa, 
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2+ The liberty of Friends, tha is comfortable : 
next to communion with God, communion with 
friendsis deemed the greateſt happineſs on earth. Py- 
thagera hath a dark Riddle (cor we edits ) eat nos thy 
heart : my Lord Bacon fers this gloſs wpon it, he'thac 
lacks friends to converfe with, and lay open his grief toy 
muſt needs be 2 Carntibal and cat his own heatt : mel}, 
this liberty likewiſe doth the Plapee deprive a man of ; 
it was Dayvzds Complaine, Pſal, 3. 11. Ay Lovers 
and my Friends fland aloof from my fore, and my K inſme: 
«xd afar off : Thus it is with 2 man whom G=d hath 
Uiſited his Lovers and Friends fland afar ef, they dare nor 
come neer him tn point of ſecurity to themſelves, they 
dare not 1n point of conſcienceleſt rhey might diſperſe 
the Contagrow among others z thoſe are {ad expreſſi- 
ons in*Pſal, 88. 18. Lover and Friend bat thou pat 
far from me: andin P/ſal, 102. 6, 7. 1 am like 4 
Pelican in the wilderneſs, ] am like an Onle of the De- 
fart, 1 watch and am as a Sparrow alone : yet theſe are 
the rrue complaints of ſuch as are ſhut up under che 
Plague, 
3+ The liberty of Commerce is very neceſſary : here- 
by it is that men get a ſubſiſtence and livelihood for 


their Families, wirhoue this they cannot provide $2 12. 87. 


chings honeſt in the- fight of all men : bur this Liber- 
ty likewiſe the Pl/agae debars a man from, none dare 
Traffick with him, 2nd this helps to add yet more to 
his diſcomfort: for the Merchant will tell you, that 
upon the ceafing of Trade, there is nor only ({urrum 
ce{fans) gain ceaſing, but there is likewiſe (fmnury 


_ 


emergens) loſs ariſing, becauſe now a man is forced t9 


«<Q 3 


take from his ſtock for neceſſary uſes, fo that grant 
| C2 A 


=_ 
a man do efcape with his life thar is vifeed with the 
Plague; I ſay, ſuppoſe he bath his life for a prey, 


what can hedo without a livelihood and towards the 


procuring of this he is rauch diſabled by the Plague, 

So much in anſwer to.the firſt Queſtion, #by the 
Plague i& fo dreaafnl s jadgment> t. Becauſe it & ſo 
deftruftive, 2, Becauſe the defrn#:9n, which it maker, 
& ſo quick and ſadden, 3, Becauſc it & ſo ſpreading. 
And laſtly, becauſe &t & ſo uncomfortable, for hereby 2 
man i« deprived of the liberty of Gods bouſe, the liber- 
ty of Friends, the liberty of (ommarce. 


The fecond queſtion is, hat & it ther provokes 


God te infii3 this dreadfal judgweat of the Pligne upon 
a people > F 

This is ſomewhat harder to determine; whar I 
purpoſe to {ly concerning it, take in theſe three Cqn- 
c/ufions, 

x. For certair, God hath juſt cauſe given him, de- 
fore he Jo thus manifelt his eifpleaſure, maxy of bg 
wayes are nuſeerchable, but none are unriphteow , he 
can as ſoon Ceaſe tobe, as to be juſt: if therefore ar 
any time we cannOt diſcerne what ſhould be the cauſe, 
Jer us chzrge our ſelves with ignorance, but take heed 
of charging GoJwith injuſtice: afrer God had ehreat- 
ned the Jers with the Sword, the Famine, the nosſome- 
beafl, and the-Pefiilence in Ezek.14.he 2dds ver. 23,70 
{bal know that IT have ret done without cauſe all that I hate 
done 5n it ſuith the Lord:2nd he exprefeth himſelf yer 
more off-n1cd with th-m for ſtanding upon their juſt i- 
Keation,' Fer.2.35-Tbeu ſajeſt, becauſe 1 am innocent, 


ſurely bis exger ſhall turne from me, behold, 1 will. 


plead with thee, hecauſe thou ſayeft, 1 havs not pmned, 
2. This 


" FEE I 


en and 
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2: This we may likewiſe ſafely air tn the gene- 
ra), that fin is the meriteriom conſe (as of all other 
judgments) (6 likewiſe this of the Plagus: The wrath 


| of God i revealed from Heaven (({aith the Apoftle) 


againſt what? «7 axregbteeaſacſy end nagedlineſy of 
men, Row, 1. 13. and it i the obſervation of a goed 
man, that as vepon:s aſcend inviſibly, bur come down 
274i9 in torms and ſhowers, which we both ſec and 
feel z ſo ſomerimes ſecr09 fins are the procuring cauſe 
of epex and notoriom puniſhments: this of the Plogue 
is threatned unto Deſobedrexce, Bent, T$. 

3- What (ins in particuſar may be the provoking 
caſe of the Plezgve now, or any other time, is not fo 
eaſy to-conclude. I think the ſafeft way is one of 
theſc three, 

1. Eicher to attribute ;#dgmerty that are general, 
unto fs that are moſt gerers/ : and what fi hath been 
of late years and is ſtill moſt reigning in this Nation, 
would require One better acquainted with the warner 
of it than I am : whether 4tbes/ae, or D#ſſention, or 


" a 013 10 inclination againſt a8 eduthority, or viela- 


$i0x of Oaths, or what elſe I will ner ſay, but whecher 
rheſe or others arc the Nateonel fins at preſent, they 
are hngely 42g70vared, becauſe God hath not honou- 
red any Nats0n with more werry and means of Grace 
than ours; and therefore we conld exp:& no other, 
than that he ſhould deal with ns, as he threatned he 
would do with hiv pecaliar People, Amos 2. 2. You 07- 
ly have I known of all the Familzes of the earth, there- 

fore I will punilh you for your iniquities, Or, = 
2. If we know of any mnetoriois Natiouat fin 
(though commirted ſeveral years fince) gor yet fo 
PITS 


thar is a great /roVer4150s wnty Grd ro ſcourge us with 


the Plagwe: for this we have that famous z7fflexce of | 
Saul's breaking Covenant with, and laying the Gibeo. * 


zites, for which God puniſhed the Land ia the time 
of King Davie) with three years Famine, and would 
| not 4c appeaſed, till ſeneral of Saul's Sons were put to 
death, 2. Same 23. 

3+ This is likewiſe a ſafe courſe, to obſerve our of 
the. Records of Sacred #rit, for what {5 God bath 
heretofore ſent the P/agee; and look how far we are 
guilty of them, (0 far may we attribute our viſitation 
ro them; now in ſearching the Scripture, I find that for 
fix, yea for ſeven tranſgreſſions God hath cither threate 
zed or ſeat the Plague, [| will but name them, and leave 
thera to your confideration. 

t. Deſpiſing ef plenty, and tmmoderate lufiing after 
daintses, (0 we read how the I/r4e/:tes deſpiſed Manna 
(whercof they had abundance) and called it /ight 6read, 


6ut they lufted exceedingly after Quails, for which Ged \ 
ſmote them with a wery great Plague, Numb, 11, 


33» 34- | 
2. We read how they that broaght wp ar ewl report 


wpon the Land of promiſe, to the diſcouragement of the 
people, and the arſhoioor of God, dyed of the Plague, 
Numb, 14.37. 

23. Seditiouws inſurreions againſt eAuthority, have 
arayn down the Plague : this was the calle: of thac 
Plague in the Text. 


en iverſally acknowledged ad repented of, we may th nk 1 


-” 


4. Creaiare-confidence, toalling of or truſtigg in an . 


Arm of fiew.; lis 1s generally thougat co be tlie caule 
of that P/aget intize 2 San, 24. 


5e [ave 


[ 


| 


(1.291); 


5. 1dolatry, for this God-w2s ſ@ incenſed, that he 
flew of the people at once 24 000. with the Plager, 


Numb, 25. ? 


6. Detaining and withholding from God bs duc, un- 


rothbis he threatens the Plague Exod, 39. 


12; Pben 


thes rabeft the ſumm of the Children of Iſrael, they ſh all 
give every man 4 Ranſome for bis Soul wnto the Lord, 


that there be no plague among then, 


Laſtly, to all theſe, I may add the contempt and 
_ abuſe of the Lords Supper : for when Saint Pao! ſaith, 
that many of the Corinthians were fick and weak, avd ma- 
ny aed, 1 Cor. 11. 30. it is not improbable, thac God 
ſent amnongſd them ſome peftilential and rontagrow dif- * 
eaſe, 1 have done with the ſecond queſtion, What it 
& that provates God to infli& this dreadfal puniſbment 
of the Plague wpon 4 people I baſtentorks third. 

The plague being ſuch « token of Gods wrath, whether 
aoth it befall 200d men, believers, ſuch as are rn the flate 
of juſtification > for our ſatisfation in this, we may 
have recourſeto that of Solomon, Eccleſe, g. x. 2. No 


T man knoweth either love or hatred by all that & before 


them, all things come alike to all, there @ one eveiit tothe 
ripht ew and tethemicked, to the elean, and to the an- 


clesn, to him that ſacrificath, and to him that ſacyificeth 
not, as t© the good ſo # the (inner, and be that ſweareth 


as he thas feareth ax Oath, eAhbab ard: Joſiah's death 


concurred in the very cireumſtancet: and Sez/ and 


Jonathan (though different in their deportments) yes 
| In their deaths they were not divided. Here we ſhall 


do well to conſider three thinge, 


1. That good men are ſubje& to, and guilty of ma» 
ny ſins and erormnties, and their //-5 admit of thoſe 


aggro. 
Oo 


1. Kings, 32. 
2. Chro. 35. 


2, Sam, T, 23s. 


Jer, Fo 4+ 


Row, Bit 
KAath.16. 24« 
Als 14. 2t. 
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acerevitions which the f=s of other men do not ; and. 
eherefore why fhould we think thar they ſhould be 
priviledged from thoſe temporal puniſhments, which 
God is went to inflia fer ſuch fins. 

2+ Conſider, that good men, evectt by their fins do 
help to draw down a judgenent 2ad Common calamity 
pon a Nation; indeed God rakes moſt notice of 
their fins; concerning - the commen ſort of prophane 
perſons he ſaith, Theſe are feoliſh, they hate not known 


the way of the Lora, nor the judgment of their God, but, 


when his own People in Covenant with him, when 
theſe ſhall break the bands, then he burſts ove, How 
fbell 1 pardon thee for this 3 now if good mer by their 
fins be tnfftrumental in drawing down a Peſt #poz a Na- 
:10n, why ſhould they expe any other but to be ins 
volved in it? | 

3- Conſider this, 25 you eannot tell me any fin (be ir 
never (o groſs) inte which a Believer may not fall, 
except it be the fn againft the Roly-Ghoft; ſo you 
cannot afſigne any judgment (be it never fo great) 
wherenuato a Belrewver is rot Gbnoxious, unleſs it be 
Everlaſting damwpatien, There is n@ condemadtion in- 
deed to thoſe that are in Chrs? jeſav, but for temporal 
calamities they are {0 incident to geod men, that the 
Scripture ſeems to make thery their Port#on, and it 
may be truiv ſaid of Grids Servants (as Azgafi (gid 
once, when he fat between Virgil and Horace, whereof 
the on2 was bleer-eyed, avd the other much given to 
fighing) they ft (inter ſulpiria & lachrymas) between 


5 


8 
That is @ pretty ſzying of Clemens eflexandrinm 


U 


| 


i 


CER 


hrng and weeping ; | am Plagned all the day long ard ]. 
chaftened every morning, ſaith David, Pſal, 536 14; 


(523: 


(19) 


d (yy vs 943 mhiges perFiyee) Fle thdt if neev to Cod & al- 
© |. ways under the laſb. 
h Ir is a Peft:lons Dottrgue therefore to 2friv, that 


x0:0 who believe 11: God, and lous him ſ[iacerely, cen di8 


o of tbe Plague ; iris very tives the dying of rhe p/-gus 
y | ſhall be no more prejudicial ro thern, in r-ſpe& of 
f their /«/v4t702, than the dyiog of ary other de:th 5 Af 
ut things (and therefoie the Plagat) moirk tigether for Rom, 8.18, 
n good 30 them that love God; but the ſentence of jofts- 
ut | , fication, Gods accepration of ri;em into favour, gives 
Ji not #elr:vers an immuniry from any difeaie, bur 
JW their perſons are ſtill fubj. & unto thoſe diſeaſes which 
ir the aature js: and it is very ſoundiy obſerve] by one 
4» Mr. Bawford (who writ a little Ticuifc the Ja't great 


n* | Plagar, bu: this, ar London) thar Gol by (uffering good 

men to dye of the #lagae, plorifics bath his jaftsce and 

it | his wiſnowe ; his jafice among the wicked, in giving 

i, them cauſe to ſay, if God ſpare not the green tree, what 

ou | ſhall be done to the ary 2 his wiſdome among the godly, 

at) left they ſhould ſay, for our own Righteouſneſs we are LvF- 23. 37 
be delivered, Thus | have anſwered the three Queſtions, PO IY 
10- why the Plague # (0 dreadful a judgrrert 2 what 1t 

val } that provokes God to fend it? Whether it he 11c:dent to 

the | good men? I have now only a Cau:ion to ſubjoyn, and 

I it then 1 ſhall comero Application. 

gid The Cantor is this, chonth the plarer be a dreadful 

cof Judemeut, yet the Scripture fooaks of another plague, 

toll which is far worſe: and yet whileſt we do whar we 

cen | can'to flie the leſer plague, we do what we can to prove 


and. ſuethe preater: hut what Plague i rhat > Solomon will 
14: tcl you, 1 Kizg. 8. 48, The pl:gnr of the heart ; fin 
8/784 


in general is tbe plague of 1he beart gy every Mans Own Bo! 
| D LIFLTE 


C 18 )) 
11quity, his peccatem #n delicis, his darling luff, rhar 
ie, the particulay plague of he own heart ; row this 
plague of the heart is worle than the other plagne jn 
ſeveral reſpcAs. | will name thern, t!.ough I canon 
jaſift onthemn.._, 

1. As in good things the eawfſ* is be'tcr, fo in evil 
things rhe cauſe js worſe than rhe effe#, bu the plague 
of the heart js the cauſe of the other plague : ſin Hroughe 
- miſery at firſt, and =:/ery hath ever ſince purſued 

A, g 

2. We are more ([cnſible of the pligne of the body, 
than thar ef the heart, and therefore the plague of the 
beart ic more dangerouz : rhe firit ſtep to !calth 1s Oo 

have a feeltng of our diſeaſe, theretore there is leſs 
hope of care, where there is Icfs feeling of the Ds- 
flemper, | | | 

3-N:ture doth not only feel the P/a2ws of the bo- 
ay, but i: may by Gods bleſſing r:pon means, be of 
force to work ont the ma/rgrety of 8, that it ſhall ror 
prove mortal x for elſe none that have the plagee ſhould 
eſcap: death, b1: by a mrrac/e; bur corrept nature (as 
it is not ſenſible of the Plrgue of the heart) fo neither 
hach.it power towork it cur : if the great Phy/itran of 
Souls cure it nor, It is not all the firergth of Nature, 
the art of man, the porer of Medicines that can avail 
any thing, bnt the foul is if: Red and will be de- 
Kroyed. 

4. Though the plague of the booy be infefrow, yer 
the plague of the heart 2dgds Tenewme and maltgnitytoirs 
The ſpirit of amax will kear bus s:firmity, but a monunded 
ſpirst who can rear 8 (hn emlitters avg peyſens any ffii- 
Fon; the ſtirg of cycty pure! evil is fin, this of 
fY8 


" WY 


C19) 
the plagne of the plague: an affii#ion confifts not in 
the balk of it, but the 6artbex, what is a Serpent with- 
out a fling, or a grzar bulk if it hath no werght > 
where the plague of the heart is cured, the other plague 
& more eaſily borne: though the crof continue, yet the 
e47/8 15 taken away. 

5. 7 be plague of the beart i; worſe than the other 
plague, becaulc it ſeixeth upon, and infects the better 
pars of man, his Soal, that which is more worth 


than a #071d, and could be Kedermed by no leſs than Mar. 


the precious bload of Chriff : 
Soxl is than the Body, by ſo much worfe is the plague 
of the heart, chan thar of the. body. Bey 
Laſtly, as (rift (aid conceruiig men, (0 may I ſay 
concerning the plague, the utmoſt it can do, & 4=t te 
kill the boy, an that foratime; but the Plagus of the 


| hears will deſtroy both boay and Soul everleftingly that 


death which conſiſts only in 1 ſeparstiom of the Seoul. 
from the Body, is nothing fo rerrible as that which 
confiſts in an everlaſting [epararion of the Soxl from 
God, But foine men will never be convinced what 
plague the P lugue of the heart is, till they come tn feel 
the plagnes of the damned, rhen they ſhall wiſh for 
atath, bat it fall flee from them, | come nw ito ef» 
plicatio7, 

1. If the plapuebe ſuch 2 token -f Gods wrath, what 
eauſe have we of this Nation ro think rhar God & 
wroth and diſpleaſed miib wi, finre he hath viſited ns 
with (veh a P /agwe, as Cannet be parallclled ſince the 
Sweating fickneſs, andthar in ſuch a junAure of rime, 
when it could not have been more prejudicial to the 
sffairs of the Na1on : it is hard to \ay, whether we 

D 2 have 


16, 26," 
[cok how much better the 1 vcr. 1, 18. 


Luk, I 2» 4+ 


Rev, 9. 6. 


— 


Nahu, I, 9. 
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kave more cauſe ts tremble at Gods jodpment in this 
plague, or to admire at bis gooeneſs in the 4batrmenxr 
of it, when it once threatned the whole Nation, oy, | 
though the Lord had purpoſed ro make a full eng, 
thar «ffis#cox ſhould not riſe up the ſecond time. 

Now mark what the Prophet ſaith, 7he Liom hath 
roarrd, who will not fear 3 Ames 4.8, when Gcods hand 


1,26:310,! js lifted up, he expects rhar we ſhould lee it, and ex- 


preſs a ſenfe of it: the People of Nineteh believed 
God, 2:14 proclaimed « Faſt, and put on ſachcloath, Jon. - 
3+ $+ and cid we verily believe, that Gods wroth with 
us, we ſhould buſy and beſtir our ſelves towards the 
appeaſing of ir: This day would be obſerved with 
.-more ſ/elemnity, our Prayers ſert np to Heaven with 
more detetion, the Word liften'd unto with more «t- 
$6antien, Ales givea with more freeneſs and abundance, 
A!l tokens ard teſtimonies of Humzliatten are little 
encugh, when God (hews ſuch tokens of his #rath as 
__the Plagae is: this ir nota rime to addi our ſelves to 
pride, or alliance, or lexitry, The Remaxs puriſhed 
ons ſeverely,that ir. a time Of common calamity was ſeen 
looking out at a windoy with 2 Crown of Roſes on his 
head. God dclights to fre a People ſhew them ſelves 
2Meed with his diſpleaſure: rrirk what he ſaid once to 
the I/z<elrres after they had mate the Golden Calf, Exod, 
32- 5+ / wil come exto the wraſt of thee 17 & moment 
rnd conſorme thee {it is not at abſointe determination 
but 2 condi: ional comrninarinn) therefore wow pus off 
thy Orwarrents from thee, tht I may know what to ds 
- wxto theo: that if, huwble thy felf, give ſome teſtie 
mony of the awe ihar thoOn {iandeft in of my Wrath, |. 
+ of thy ſorrow fot ihe fia thar hath incenſed it, thae / 
Y though 


though I be b:gbly proveted, yet I miy be meved to 


have pity #7, and ſhew ſome favuiir ts thes, 

2. 1f the P/ages be ſo dreadful 4 judgment, what 
cauſe have we of the City to bleſs God for our preſer- 
ws: ion from it 2 eſpecially conſidering how many damn- 
gers we have becn expoſed to, ſome through the necef#1- 
z3y of State, others through our owns 1mprovidence, 2nd 
fome through the eorrups and covert dealings of Paſſene 
gers and Traders : tobe preſerved from danger is a mor- 
5 at any tame, bur eſpecially then, when we fee others 
overtaken, and ewr ſeltes encompaſſed with it : What 
may we sttrehute this our preſervation to 2 ſhall we 
iwpute it tO Our 028 diligence and cared no certiinly, 
for if owr watchfulneſs had been ten times move, yet we 
read in Pſel, 129,1. Excepe the Lord beep the City, 
thi Watchmen waketh but in Vain: (ſhall we aſcribe it 
to any merit or deſert of ewrs? nay, that would be far 
marſe, as Job ſaith, Fob g. 20. Onur own months would 
condemne tu and prove wu perverſe, | would it might 
not be ſaid of us, at it was once of Abaz, thar in the 
tims of difiref/ we have treſpaſſed yet wore and more: 
ſure it is, Veco and profaneneſs are grewn to that height 
of impudexce,as hath not been known in former years : 
thoſe vicesr, which heretofore were ſcarce once named 
amougfh ws, are 5ecome commer: what ſaid God onee 
eoncerning Fudzh, Jer, 4.8. When ſhe ſaw that God bad 
given back. /liding Iſrael 4 Bill of Divorce, and put her 
away for ber adul:ertes, yet ber treacherow ſiſter Judab 
feared n5t, but went and played the Narlot allo: it is 
eaſic to apply it "err, thnygh we {1w what God had 
doze to L9:d07, \ et me have not feared, bur gone on 20 
corru>t our ſeles and ds ſonickedly, as if we intended 


fo 


2 Chr.28. 32s 


Eph, 5. 3- 


#0 jaftife them, or a if we thought, that the ſins of. | 
the Netiex could not be ſoon caough filed wp, unleſy 
we added more meaſure to them, Our preſer uation 
therefore can be «11riburedyo nothing, but the merciful 
and gratiom pro:e4tom of «Almighty God; «And there. 
' fore let wm eagnify the Lord, and let ms exalt his name te. 
 Plal.34.1,2) gerber : let w bleſs bim at all times, and les be praiſe 
J» 4* be continually in owr months: for hert 6, that hath held 
our ſouls in life, and not ſuſſered our feet tobe moved; be 
Plal,66:9. bath batherts delitzered w from all twr fears, and pat s 
mew ſong 110 0ur month,euven proriſe unie cur God, Qznly 
let us fear the Lord and ſwrue him intruth end with all 
cur hearts, for conſider how great things he bath done for 
w, but if we ſball ftill ao nickedly, ſin lies at the Aoor, 
Gen 4.7. and judgment will find ws out, | 
__ 2. 2} 2. And laſtly, if the Plague be [o areadfal s jadge 
mezt, then it calls upon us loudly topity thoſe, whom 
God hath been pleaſed to exerciſe with /o beaty a wi- 
firationt think that you kearthe great City of the Land 
thus bewailing her miſery, and begging your commyſera- 
trox, as the City Jeruſalem once; I a7 the man that 
bath ſeen affli8 ton by the red of bus wrath, ſarely againſt 
ms & hs turned, he turneth bis hand againſt me all the 
dy, be hath bent his bow and ſet me as a mark for the ar- 
Lament. 3 gow + 1 envy Bot your i::muncty, 0y defire you to commi» 
ſerate my (alanity: Have pity rpon me, bale pity upon 
vie, 0 ye my friends, for the hand of God hath touched 
me, Job 1g. 21, We have go bafty and fearful fleeing 
ont of our City, nhols families made deſolate, miſerere 
Cc: :pon our dorvrs, we hear rot that eoleful voice, 
bring oat your dead, 
E ufebis faith, that in the P/-2ne at Alexandria . 
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( 33. ) 


the Chrifions were 23 careful of one another, viſited 


thoſe that were infeQed, provided for them, conver- 


ſed wich them, buryed them as at other times 3 but 
the Heathen regarced ror their Neigt bours and 
frienJs, but fied from them, ſuffered them to ſtarve, 
and afterwards to ye unburicd. I acknowledge there 
is much difference between the ſpirits of Chriſtians 
now, from what was in theſe Ages, for then they 
were willing up#n al! occaſions ro kaxard, yea tO lay 
down their lives for rhe Brethren. 1 blame nor ehe 
Chriſtians at A/exanaria for what they did, becauſe 
I know not what Heroick principle they might have 
co induce them toit: perhaps they did it for to ſet a 
Pittern and example ro the Heathen, ameng whem 
they lived ; tO let them ſce, thus they were not afraid 
of death, and that rheir love to each other was © 
great, ther rothing could ſeparate them. But it is not 
ſafe ro tempt God and run our ſelves vpon hazardr, 
where we have no warrant : we canner, we may rot in 
a time of rnfefrem cor verſe fo freely with, and dothoſe 
offices to the #-feFea, 25 we would at another time : yet 
ic behoves us however to deall we can ſafely: there is 
no danger ſurc in pitying them, in praying for then, 
in contributing toward rf eir neceſſities : che fe we may 
ſafely do, we cannot alta conſtienmtid omit them. 

And now tha I have mentior.ed (ovtroontion, | catr 
not, bur I maſt rel] yen, that there is #0 realty in owy 
Commuſerarron without it. Sr. [eames declares 2giinſt 
ſuch, as ſy ro one that ir inwark, We ye filed, and be yo 
warmed, but give them xot thoſe thirgs that are need- 
ful for the hovy, Tom 1. 16. Sr. lobn is yet ſh1rper, 
x Job: 3. 19. wh2/0 bath this worlds goods, and feerh bis: 

| Svo--- 


2 Joh. 3.16. 
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| (94) 
Brother have nied, and ſhutteth op bis bowels of cums; 
paſſion from him, bow anelleth rhe live of God in bim$ 
Giving of Alas i; one of the mun ingredicnrs into an 
acceptable Faſt, The Feft that Gol hith choſen is ro 
deal our 6read to the bang»y, cloach the naked, and nor 
to hide our ſelves from our own fleſh, 1/2, 53. 6, 7. 
we cannot reli, wheeher it may pleaſe God to viſe us; 
bur it he ſhould, happy that min then who hath nor 
been defeRivein his duty to the Jufefied, whoſe bowels 
have mel:cd 2nd rurned within him for their Ca/amz2y, 
whole Prayers have been dayly poured our for their re- 
dre/t, whoſe hands have beet f{retched out mide, and 
without gradging for their Relief, and laſtly whoſe 
converſation harh becn orlered aright, that they and jhe 
whole Land might ſee the ſalyaiion of God, 
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